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Playground Matching Fund
Kids are created for joyful, healthy, and safe play, so our playground 

gets heavy use! However, we are still using the playground we 
inherited that is over twenty years old. It is out of code and made of wood, 
leaving students with splinters. 

We are working with a playground company to design a new, safe, and 
fun playground for our students to enjoy. To help make this happen, a 
generous donor has pledged to match up to $50,000 of donations made 
toward this playground project. When you donate to our playground 
fund, your donation will be fully matched. 

Give now to help build a beautiful new playground for our students 
and allow them to play to the fullest! You can give by going online to 
www.cornerstone-schools.org/give-now or mailing a check made 
out to “Cornerstone Schools” to: 

However you give, let us know that you want 
your gift to go toward the playground fund! 

Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram!

tinyurl.com/cornerstoneschoolsdc

Support Cornerstone when  

you shop on Amazon! Visit:

Combined Federal  Campaign #90352

At right,  
proposed 
design for 
new play-

ground
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Read inside about the Laptop 
Giveaway at Fort Dupont Ice Arena!
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Note from the Executive Director
In Psalms and again in Matthew the Scriptures speak of a stone that the builders 

rejected that later, through God, become the precious Cornerstone of a new world. 

The significance of that verse hit me recently as I was reflecting on our awesome 

staff here at Cornerstone. You see, we have one teacher who had applied to teach 

at Cornerstone years ago and was accepted, but due to budget constraints was 

later rejected before the school year even started. That teacher, Miss Sallie, has now 

become a cornerstone of the work God is doing here, east of the river.

Over the course of the four years Miss Sallie has been on staff, she has been 

a big part of transforming our school. She has helped implement discussion-based 

learning across our Humanities classes. She has gotten us closer to being a fully 

authentic classical school through her work on our curriculum with its renewed 

emphasis on teaching for both wisdom and virtue. She partnered with  

Mr. Newsome (now our Vice-Principal) to develop our Cornerstone Lions Core 

Values — Love, Integrity, Opportunity, Nobility, 
and Strength — which are used to point our 

students to God’s standard for their lives. She has 

planned and organized what can only be described 

as the best school-wide proms in the city!

Now this year, she has developed a consis-

tent way to track academically struggling students 

through our new academic probation system and 

has established the Lions Learning Center to give 

those students the resources they need to succeed. 

She has also implemented our new “house 

system,” giving our juniors and seniors a clear  

opportunity to mentor underclassmen. As if she 

didn’t have enough to do, she has also stepped up to help lead Cornerstone 

through its critical accreditation application.

I am so thankful for Miss Sallie, once rejected, who is a great example of 

the kind of selfless, creative, and life-giving teachers God calls to serve here at 

Cornerstone every year. 

If you haven’t been to the school lately, please come and see what God is 

doing through Miss Sallie and the rest of our staff. Now that our student body has 

grown by twenty students and the Gospel is reaching more families than ever, pray 

that God would give an extra ounce of patience, wisdom, grace, and energy to a 

staff that gives their all for our students. 

Sincerely,  

Derrick A. Max

It has never been unusual for 
Cornerstone students to stick 

around after school to get extra 
help from their teachers, but this 
year you can find them in the Lions 
Learning Center four days a week 
with a number of teachers at their 
disposal. By centralizing our after 
school tutoring, we can ensure that 
students who most need support are 
getting it. Not only that, but there 
is always a teacher available to help 
a student any day of the week. We 
prayerfully expect that the L.L.C. 
will make a big difference for strug-
gling students this year.

3742 Ely Place, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20019  

www.cornerstone-schools.org

Your Support  
Makes A Difference
To make a financial contribution, 
visit www.cornerstone-schools.
org and click on “GIVE NOW” 
or mail a check to P.O. Box 76456, 
Washington, DC 20013

Lions Learning 
Center
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Laptops for Cornerstone Students

Cornerstone partners with a number of organizations in the neighborhood including the 

Fort Dupont Ice Arena across the street from the school. They offer an after-school skating 

program for our students and many students also attend their Saturday program.

Earlier this school year, they invited a number of our students to an event hosted by 

Comcast to promote their Internet Essentials program, which provides affordable internet to 

low-income families. Our students skated with Olympic hockey players, Monique and Jocelyne 

Lamoureaux and Rico Roman. Also on the ice was Slapshot, the Washington Capitals mascot! 

After their time on the ice, each 

of the Olympians shared a few words 

of inspiration with the students. Then a representative from Comcast came to the 

podium and announced that each of the 23 Cornerstone students in atten-

dance was receiving a brand new laptop and six months of free internet for their 

homes! Needless to say, the students went nuts.

These laptops and the internet access to use them will be such a blessing to 

the students who received them. As one parent said, “Thanks so much for such 

a wonderful surprise and gift!  We certainly were not expecting that at all, but it’s 

such a great idea and opportunity.”

Civil Rights Tour of the South
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This summer, three wonderful mentors took nine current and gradu-
ated Cornerstone students on a nine-day tour of significant cities 

in the civil rights movement throughout the South. They stopped at civil 
rights museums in Montgomery, Birmingham, Jackson, and the National 
Civil Rights Museum at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. They gained 
new insight into the lives and stories of civil rights leaders like Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Rosa Parks and saw memorials to those who suffered 
under Jim Crow. They also had an opportunity to visit the Johnson Space 
Center in Houston where they heard from the aunt of one of the organizers, a successful 
black woman who had worked her way up the ranks and is now a top scientist at NASA.

The young men who went on this trip together had the opportunity to come together 
and talk about their experience a few weeks ago. It was clear that they had learned a lot 
about the history of the civil rights movement and had also taken it to heart. They specifi-
cally talked about the Rosa Parks Museum in Montgomery and how amazing it was that 
she wouldn’t give up her seat and how long the residents in Montgomery walked every-
where—18 months! The Montgomery Bus Boycott was no longer just a historical event, 
but it was a place they could remember and a sacrifice they could understand. 

We pray, along with those who organized this trip, that these young men will remember what they saw and heard 
and that it will spur them on as they pursue their education and become leaders in their communities.
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Coach Powell, in addition to being the 
Athletic Director, is our new Dean of Students 
and Tara Johnson is transitioning from the 
Front Office to the Development team. We are 
excited to see what they do in their new roles!

Russell Galloway
I teach Spanish and 
Outdoor Exploration • Ask 
me about Alabama geogra-
phy, D.C. green spaces, and 
flamenco dancing.

T his year, the upper school students at Cornerstone have 

been split into “houses” made up of students from differ-

ent grades. The members of each house earn points by coming 

to school on time, wearing their proper uniform, cheering for 

Cornerstone teams at sporting events, and demonstrating the 

Cornerstone LIONS values — love, integrity, opportunity, 
nobility, and strength — throughout the day.

Not only does this new house system encourage community among the students, but it also encourages leader-

ship among the juniors and seniors. The input of the juniors and seniors determined how the house system would 

look at Cornerstone and they are the leaders within each house, helping to coordinate house competitions, service 

projects, and encouraging members to work toward unity as a house and as a student body. 

We have already seen students encouraging each other to be on time or remember all the parts of their uniform 

and we are eager to see how this encouragement continues to benefit our students and the school culture as a whole.

Crescenda Holder
I teach art and work in the 
front office • Ask me about 
teaching and working as an 
artist, my passion for 
Christ and ministry, and 
my Indian taco recipe.

Meet Our New Teachers!
We have a number of fantastic new staff members this 
year and we wanted to give them the opportunity to 
introduce themselves!

Cornerstone House System

Meredith Monke
I teach kindergarten • Ask 
me about summer camp, 
cookie cakes, and how to 
pronounce my last name.

Dionna Stone
I teach middle school math and science • 
Ask me about number sense, the  
periodic table, 
and dance!

Brenna Zimmerman
I teach middle school Latin 
and high school logic • 
Ask me about books, cute 
animals, and why everyone 
should learn Latin and logic.

Karenna Wade
I teach 5th and 6th grade 
language arts and social 
studies • Ask me about 
discussion-based classrooms, 
single-skillet Aldi meals, and 
becoming who you were 
created to be.

Tasha Barnes
I teach P.E. and Outdoor 
Exploration • Ask me  
about my years of  
non-profit experience with 
Americorps, pizza, and  
the Jonas Brothers.
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