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Miss Sallie and Mr. Salazar co-teach 9th and 10th grade Humanities. Because their 

classes are so heavily discussion based, they brainstormed ways to build strong 

relationships among students early in the year. They decided that the best way to kick-

start these relationships was to take the students on a two-day, one-night retreat.

So, Miss Sallie, Mr. Salazar, and two other chaperones took 27 teenage students to 

Camp Highroad in Middleburg, Virginia for two days of getting out of their comfort zones. 

Students challenged themselves on the high ropes course, worked through team building 

activities, tried their hands at archery, and spent time together around the bonfire. They 

came back exhausted, yes, but also as a more cohesive group.

While this may seem like extreme lengths to set the tone for the school year, our teachers spend 

a lot of time both in and out of class fostering positive relationships among students and 

between students and teachers. They can take their discussions of great books deeper 

because their students are 

comfortable with each other 

and have respect for each 

others’ ideas. They also invest in 

relationships with their students, 

knowing that these relationships 

earn them the right to be heard 

in the eyes of their students as 

they teach their lessons. Praise God for teachers who care 

so deeply for the education and growth of their students!

Freshman and Sophomore Retreat

Support Cornerstone when you shop on Amazon! Visit:

Follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram!

tinyurl.com/cornerstoneschoolsdc

INSIDE:  
A generous gift for 
our students and 
their families!
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Note from the Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Recently, the mother of one of our new 

students came to my office and noted that her 

son does hours of homework every night without 

her forcing him. She said, “he is up late reading, 

taking notes, and studying, even after I tell him he 

doesn’t have to and that he should just go to bed. 

He tells me, ‘Mom, we will be discussing this in 

class tomorrow. I have to be prepared.’ ”  

It is amazing to me when I sit in our 

Humanities classes, where history and literature are taught together, to see students 

leading discussions, giving presentations, and critiquing each other’s work. Each 

student is taking ownership of their role in the class and participating in a way 

that contributes to their learning and the learning of their classmates. Debates are 

respectful, criticisms are fair, and praise is genuine. I often marvel at their insights 

and the depth of thought the students show.

You see, at Cornerstone, our goal is not just to impart infor-

mation and facts, it is to build habits and character that will live in 

our students well past the time that any information we impart is 

forgotten. While they may not remember the date of the Magna 

Carta, the formula for the volume of a cylinder, or the atomic 

weight of mercury, our prayer is that they will build habits in their 

life that will carry them through college and beyond. Similarly, and 

related, we pray that they will learn wisdom and character that 

will put their knowledge and habits toward an eternal purpose. In 

the end, Cornerstone’s mission is to create virtuous learners who 

will become better men and women, husbands and wives, leaders and missionaries. 

God, help us teach the whole student — minds, hearts, and souls — so that 

they may bring glory to you as they lead their families and communities with both 

love and integrity.

Please join us in this prayer for our students.

Sincerely,  

Derrick A. Max

The end of the MLB season 
was an exciting time for 

Cornerstone! Not because our 
hometown team was doing particu-
larly well, but because a friend of 
Cornerstone shared his season 
tickets with us. Four teachers used 
these tickets to take a student to one 
of the games as a treat for students 
who had jumped into the school 
year ready to participate and learn. 
The reports were unanimous, teach-
ers and students both loved their 
time at Nationals Park! Who knew 
that going to a baseball game with a 
teacher could be a treat?

3742 Ely Place, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20019  

www.cornerstone-schools.org

Take Me Out  
to the Ballgame

Your Support Makes A Difference
To make a financial contribution, visit www.cornerstone-
schools.org and click on “GIVE NOW” or mail a check  
to P.O. Box 76456, Washington, DC 20013

“Each student is 
taking ownership of 
their role in the class 

and participating 
in a way that 

contributes to their 
learning and the 
learning of their 

classmates.”
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One of the greatest blessings we have here at Cornerstone is the volun-
teers who give up their free time to invest in the lives of our students 

as tutors or mentors. It is a particular joy when a volunteer-student rela-
tionship clicks and the investment outlasts the original commitment.

When Shaniya and LaShea were in 9th grade, they had a tutor named 
Miss Hoda who came in on a regular basis. Even though her main goal was 
helping them with their math work, the three of them hit it off and Hoda 
became not just a tutor, but a friend to these two girls. Hoda kept in touch 
with Shaniya and LaShea even after she was no longer able to come into 
the school regularly. 

This year, Shaniya and LaShea’s senior year at Cornerstone, Hoda has 
started bringing in lunch for the girls about once a month. Whenever 
they hear that Miss Hoda is planning to come for a visit, they light up and 
cannot wait until she comes — and not just because of the Panera. Thank 
you to Hoda and to all our awesome volunteers who take a special interest 
in students and encourage them as they pursue their education!

Lobsterfest 2018

On a Friday evening in early November,  
Cornerstone had its 2nd School-Wide 

Lobsterfest. A generous friend of Corner-
stone wanted to share the unique joy of 
fresh lobster with our students and their 
families so she brought us 100 live lobsters 
to steam and share! Not only did families 
get to eat the lobster along with melted 
butter and other delicious sides, but they 
learned about where lobsters live and how 
they are caught.

Students had a blast seeing a live lobster, 
many for the first time, and their families 
enjoyed sharing a special meal around 
the table with them. We are so grateful to 
Brooke Sheldon for making this event  
possible and for blessing our families in  
this way!

Above, Lashea (on left) and Shaniya.  
Below, Hoda with her elementary school partner.
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We had a great basketball season this 

year at Cornerstone with both our Junior 

Varsity and Varsity teams winning their 
league championships! Our Girls Varsity 

and Middle School Boys teams also had great 

seasons of growth. While the whole school 

was excited about the big wins, it was even 

more exciting to see all of our teams start out 

the season as individuals and develop into 

tight units working together. Not only were they 

working together to win a game, but they were encouraging to each other and to their 

opponents both when things were going well, but also when things weren’t. We’re grateful 

for the way this season has brought together our student body and highlighted the ways 

God is working in their hearts to develop their character each and every day.  

The Porters are a legend at 
Cornerstone even though 

this is only their third year as 
students here. Angela, Antonio, 
Alexis, and Antoine all attend 
Cornerstone together and they 
do so with an impressive amount 
of grace, especially considering that Alexis and Antonio are 
twins and have all their classes together. 

When asked what it is like going to such a small school 
with their siblings, there was strong consensus that it can be 
tricky at times, but Antonio jumped in to say, “Some days, 
it’s fantastic!” The only one who had no qualms about going 
to school with his siblings was Antoine, the youngest. Even 
when pushed, he insisted he liked going to school with his 
older siblings saying, “It’s good to see them moving on and 
progressing through the grades.”

When asked about their favorite teachers, their answers 
gave a clear picture of their positivity and engagement at the 
school. Once Alexis got started naming her favorite teachers, 
the whole family got involved adding more and more. They 

even started including teachers who 
do not teach any of them this year. 
There was a special shout out from 
all directions for Mrs. Lee who, 
according to Antonio, “always asks 
how you are doing even if you don’t 
talk to her first.”

It turns out the Porters are not only loving, but also 
wise. When asked about the best thing they have learned 
at Cornerstone, Angie jumped in immediately to say, “Stay 
focused on your work.” Alexis highlighted that she has learned 
the importance of her high school years adding, “I need to 
work for what I want.” Antonio capped off the discussions 
saying, “I’ve learned that when opportunity comes along you 
have to hurry up and take it,” which elicited knowing nods 
from his sisters.

The Porter siblings truly care for their classmates and 
are interested in encouraging them both emotionally and 
academically. These characteristics contribute to the positive 
learning community so crucial to our school and we are so 
grateful to have this wonderful family at Cornerstone.
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 Cornerstone Lions Championship Win!

The Porters Pictured (left to right) are Antonio, 
Angela, Alexis, and Antoine Porter




